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15 November 1876

Holland, Michigan

The death of Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte was reported in De Hollander. Rev. Roelof Pieters
conducted the funeral. Dr. Philip Phelps, Jr., president of Hope Collegs also spoke, using the
words of II Samuel 3.38, 'Do you not realize that a prince of Israel has fallen this day?'
In Dutch; translated.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

The Hollander, 5 Jan. 1876
At the congregational meeting/of the First Reformed church
here on last Monday it was decid d to lease out the pews.
If any of our readers d sires a cheap Room- or Cook-stove
and at the beginning of th's year be freed from trolublesome
salesmen, please read th" advertisement of Mr. G.J.Haverkate.
The Hollander, 15 Nov. 1876
Local News
Obituary
The funeral ceremony of
Dr. A.C.Van Raalte
After a long and painful illness Dr. A.C.Van Raalte
died here last week Tuesday morning. The founder of this
settlement died at 67 years of age. Although it was not expected
that his Reverence would be cured of his illness, the death was
unexpected and the news of this loss touched everyone of our
members.
The day on which the earthly remains will be laid in the lap
of the earth was decided as Friday afternoon. The ceremony will
take place in the First Reformed Church. Before the determined
date was arrived ,at the City Council issued a Proclamation in
which it was determined that on that day all business should
cease and every trading place and factory would be closed and out
of respect for the departed every building and dwelling should be
shrouded in mourning. The Proclamation was willingly observed,
so that on Friday morning the town was plunged into mourning.
The church buil ing where the crowd from hither and yon
would gather was by half too small for the occasion, everyone
showed interest in being an ear- and eye-witness of the ceremony.
Preparatory regulations were established by the appointed
committee so that the Professors, Ministers, Council members,
School officers, Judge and Press of this city could find a place
so that these various organizations might be present. (The peace
officers and the Press occupied only one pew.)

Rev. Pieters opened with prayer and used for his
introduction the words of II Kings 2:12, "My Father, my Father,
the chariot of Israel," to a short but effective sketch of the
life of the departed, born in 1811 on October 17 in Wansborveen,
Overijssel, in the Parsonage, and later beginning his studies in
the county's University of Leiden under the tutelage of Prof.
Klarisse. Having finished his studies, he served first in
Henemuiden and later in various other congregations, being a
great blessing wherever he served.
In 1846 his Reverence departed to this country and
established himself here. The work accomplished by the departed
here and in other places were too manifold to sketch
individually. Everyone -- especially the old settlers -- have
been witnesses to the man's zeal for both church and community
and will preserve in honor for the next generation the
remembrance of the unforgettable Father of this settlement.
Prof. Phelps then spoke in English and after irtroducing
the words of II Samuel 3:38, "Do you not realize that a prince of
Israel had fallen this day?" his Reverence related some short
sketches of the life of the departed.
After the ceremony ended in the church, all those who
attended were invited to see for the last time the mortal
remains; time expired before the last look was taken, whereupon
a stately procession was formed.
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